
7th Grade Summer Reading List 

Titles- Select One Summary 

Time Machine 

H.G. Wells 

1070 Lexile 

The Time Machine is the seminal time travel tale, having spawned an entire 

genre of fiction and having inspired thousands of books, movies, and dreams. 

This classic novella marks the first use of the term time machine, and it 

portrays the first journey through time in a device that can be controlled 

precisely by its operator. 

A Long Walk to 

Water 

Linda Sue Park 

720 Lexile 

  

The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, 

told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 

and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two 

hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The 

boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the 

African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe place 

to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to 

contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes 

on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

Zane and the 

Hurricane 

Rodman Philbrick 

860 Lexile 

Zane Dupree is a charismatic 12-year-old boy of mixed race visiting a relative 

in New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hits. Unexpectedly separated from all 

family, Zane and his dog experience the terror of Katrina's wind, rain, and 

horrific flooding. Facing death, they are rescued from an attic air vent by a 

kind, elderly musician and a scrappy young girl--both African American. The 

chaos that ensues as storm water drowns the city, shelter and food vanish, and 

police contribute to a dangerous, frightening atmosphere, creates a page-

turning tale that completely engrosses the reader.  

An Elephant in the 

Garden 

Michael Morpurgo  

890 Lexile 

Lizzie and Karl’s mother is a zoo keeper during World War II.  The family has 

become attached to an orphaned elephant named Marlene, who will be 

destroyed as a precautionary measure so she and the other animals don’t run 

wild should the zoo be hit by bombs. The family persuades the zoo director to 

let Marlene stay in their garden instead. When the city is bombed, the family 

flees with thousands of others, including the elephant. 

True Legend 

Mike Lupica 

850 Lexile 

There's a reason teammates call him "True." Because for basketball phenom 

Drew Robinson, there is nothing more true than his talent on the court. It's the 

kind that comes along once in a generation and is loaded with perks--and with 

problems. Before long, True buys in to his own hype, much to the chagrin of 

his mother, who wants to keep her boy's head grounded--and suddenly trouble 

has a way of finding him. That is, until a washed-up former playground legend 

steps back onto the court and takes True under his wing. 



The Eleventh Plague 

Jeff Hirsch  

790 Lexile   

Twenty years after the start of the war that caused the Collapse, fifteen-year-

old Stephen, his father, and grandfather travel post-Collapse America 

scavenging, but when his grandfather dies and his father decides to risk 

everything to save the lives of two strangers, Stephen's life is turned upside 

down. 

The Nazi Hunters 

Neal Bascomb  

1000 Lexile 

In 1945, at the end of World War II, Adolf Eichmann, the head of operations 

for the Nazis' Final Solution, walked into the mountains of Germany and 

vanished from view. Sixteen years later, an elite team of spies captured him at 

a bus stop in Argentina and smuggled him to Israel, resulting in one of the 

century's most important trials -- one that cemented the Holocaust in the public 

imagination. 

GRADE 7 STUDENT RECOMMENDED TITLES 

The Testing 

Joelle Charbonneau 

830 Lexile 

It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five 

Lakes Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think 

about—hope for—is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, a United 

Commonwealth program that selects the best and brightest new graduates to 

become possible leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When 

Cia is chosen, her father finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-

memories of The Testing. Armed with his dire warnings (”Cia, trust no one”), 

she bravely heads off to Tosu City, far away from friends and family, perhaps 

forever. Danger, romance—and sheer terror—await. 

GRADE 7 TITLES FOR RESOURCE STUDENTS 

Resource level students should select one book from the list above or the list below. 

Running Out of 

Time 

Margaret Peterson 

Haddix 

730 Lexile 

 

When a diphtheria epidemic hits her 1840 village, thirteen-year-old Jessie 

discovers it is actually a 1995 tourist site under unseen observation by heartless 

scientists, and it's up to Jessie to escape the village and save the lives of the 

dying children. 

  

Crash 

By Jerry Spinelli 

Lexile 560 

 

Crash Coogan, a seventh-grade football star, has been an aggressive person 

from the time he was very young; sometimes, he is too aggressive. He enjoys 

his rough, macho behavior until he meets an unusual neighbor who forces him 

to think about his life and his way of treating others.  A rare glimpse into the 

life of a bully in an unforgettable story about stereotypes and surprises. 

 


